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(Translation) 


Kure, Japan, Sept.2Sth, 1909, 
Yo Reveand Nrs.Harvey Brokaw, 
Kure, 

fhe City of Kure is a place where Buddhism has long pos- 
sessed much influence. Seven or eight yoars ago, no ono was will- 
ing to rent a house for the purpose of gospel preaching. On this 
account, our Shurch was forced into an out-of-the-way corner in 
the city, and found it almost impossible to engage in evangelistic 
work, It was at this time that your Mission first sent us an evans 
gelist, and we were able, with difficulty, to rent a house. The . 
door of Mission work opened, and seckors after truth came forth 
one after another. 

When, you and irs,brokaw, ssoing the necessity of build- 
ing a new preaching-place, spared no efforts to obtain the assist 
ance of the members of the Williamsport Church in America, and suc 
ecededa in erecting a building, the Kodokwan of today. Since that 


time, by the grace of God which has always been with us, mma by 


_yours and Mre,brokhw's Kind guidance, and because ef the good ar- 


rangements of tho Kodokwan, our Church has gradually develpped to 
its present estate, We aro indeed very thankful. 

Last year, you and lirs.Srokaw observed the special dit. 
ficulties-of a Church established in a Naval Port, and have been 
endeavoring since, out of your enigavhy with us and from a desire 


for the further development of our Churth, to make over to us all 


‘the ground, as well as the buildings of the Kodokwan, The members 


of the Mission and the dear brethren and sisters in America listoen- 


ed to your proposals, and promised to hand over land and buildings 


on the impartial and sympathetic conditions, which we have to carry 


out from October of this year. 


Rev,and \irs.Harvey Brokaw, #2. 

We, the Ghurch members, beg to thank you heartily for als 
this. It is our prayer and our purpose, by the grace of God and the 
kind assistance of the American brethren, sisters and yourselves, 
to carry out the conditions referred to above, and to execute the 
tiission of the Church in this city by endeavoring to bring it toa 
perfect state of development. This is from our inmost heart, ond 
we humbly hope that you will kindly tell your Mission and the Amer- 
ican brethren and sisters of our feeling of gratitude toward them, 

In conclusion, we sincerely pray that the grace of God 
may always be with you all. 

(Signed) 
Kunizo Nakayoma, 


The Pastor,and Wlders of the 
Kure Church of Christ in Japan. 
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DWIGHT W. LEARNED. 
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ce Amuericuat Dourd's Sherpa Mission, 7y 
= 8 De 
Jivoto, Japan, ee eee April 23, 1903. =z Ii 

Dear Dr. Imbrie, a 


Mr. Winn has forwarded to me the enclosed tever 
and I return it to you as requested, 
Yohr proposition seems to me a very good one, and I 
will act in accordance with it, that is TI will pay the local expensés 
of Dr. Pentecost's work in places where our mission is in charge 
and half of the expense in places where our mission and one or more 
of the Council missions is in charge, (By the way it would be a 
convenience if there were some short expression for missions connec- 
ted with the Council. How would "Presbyterial" do? ) 


Yours truly, 


CH, 4 2 anmesz a 


FERRIS SEMINARY, 
178 BLUFF, YOKOHAMA. OF THE 


REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA. 
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Dear Dr. mbrie; i Kyoto, Aner. 7,907. 
Your letter of Juiy i4,has just reacned me plrormarded by 

Dr. Greene; Our Mission has just sent a request to the oard, 
(American) that a man be sent ee Japan to work at least six months,vis- 
iting ali our stations,doing evengelistic wark. 

I told you some wecks ago what I thought of the results of Mr.Mutt's and 
Dr.torrey's work.If such work can be wisely followed up it is velucble. 
Dr. Hall's work vac of a different kind,and made a deep impression,f= 
think upon the thinking Japanese in favor of Christianity. 
Dr.Pentecast's strong paint was his clear presentation of the Gaspel, 
the o14 Gospel,by means of iliustration.His argumentative sermons which 
I heard were weak vith mast Japanese thinkers.I shauld say that if such 
a strong man of reputation like Dr.Hall could came once in two reors, 
say each time the Haskell Lectureship goes to India,it would do pete 

es aeeerere ts _ 

good in Japan.Then,if every year a men of earn’stness and tact like Dr. 
Torrey,or Mr.Mott,could comc @@ayegmes and la: six months ‘yFollowing 
up their om work,:nd looking afterqnd teaching and leading their inquire 
ers,so as to show our Japanese workers,to sag nething of the missiona- 
ries ,the best ways of doing it,it would be of great advantage. 

The ideal,theologicail ly, would be a man something like Dr.lMali,in his 

openness of mind to all thruth,but who holds strongiy and firmiy to 
the fundsmentals of the faith.They should have an earnest Gorpel message 


and be «ble to prvsent it forcibly end with iliustrstions.These latter 


are very taking with the Japanese. t 
Sincerely Yours, pr ' 


sic Por of {{pmnissiones for forian Jfissions 
SS SMITH, D.D 


RLES H, DANIELS, D.D., Coresponding CONGREGATIONAL House, No. 14 BEACON STREET. 
JAMBS L. BARTON, D.D : 
E. E. STRONG, D.D., Editorial Secretary. 


FAG VIGGI reer Keston, detober. 10,1903 
Mr. Robert E, Speer, Sec'y, *." 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
My dear Mr. Speer:- 

I thank you for sending me the discussion from Japan 
on the question of sending occasional evangelists and lecturers from 
America to that setae! I read Dr. Imbrie’s summary carefully 
and glanced through many of the other letters, It is very evident 
that there is not a concensus of judgment among the missionaries in 
Japan upon the subject. The value of such a visit depends so 
largely on the individual himself that it is very hard to express any 
judgment as to the principle, It seems to me that we shall have 
to decide largely when we many the men before us who can go, 

I have had some correspondence with President Harper about arranging 

the Haskell lectures so that they can be delivered also in Japan, 

I wish that could be a permanent arrangement, I return the manuscript 
very grateful for the privilege of reading the communications. 


& Caen 


Very sincerely yours, 


C 


Enclosures 


Doce Det, ImbMfie » 
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Hoot last cved am able to answer it inca most satisfactory manner. 

The meetings here’ were, not as large as those Held by Mr. M&tt, bus 

my explanation for that is that the former were’: specially for 3 young men 
: and were so advertised.While Dr. Pentecost's were specially adverticed: 
to be Gospsi Sermons. Then. to's for. threes ‘of the: days that the Dr. was‘ 
ein Osaka it was very rainy. Now in repiy.to your specific questions: 
(1) The gerlerai impression made’ by the Dr. was that he had a message’ ‘of 
_transcendant importance to deiiver,and he was most desi¥ous ‘to’ Yead his 
hearers to. the most serious consideration ‘cf it.His addresses we're suitd: 
to the strengthening ‘of Christian belfefs and faith. There may have been 
adverse criticisms passed upoh his pieaching), but if so" 1 havé-not heard 
of any in Osaka:iilt#s presentation of truth was made: in such an origina 
Way and with such apt illustratdons as Yo render it very plain and com— 
prehensibie. The remembrance ‘of his words will go’ to build up christians 
in their Holy faith. 

(2) If meh are to sent ‘out from Hobiemy “opinion is that they should 
beef the class represented by Dr. Pentsdost,ratier’ than of the ciass 
With which Dr. Hai would be naturatiy asseotiavdd.| 1 .did mot hear Dr. 
preach,but as between Dr. Hald's Lee'turés and Dr. Pentédost"s Sortiohs, 
‘I have mo’ hesitation in giving the: ‘opinion above’. 

(3) a should not be sent every year,but visits ‘of such men fom 
tine te. tine Would be exceedingly helpful to’ the work we’ have’ in hand. 

Dr. editions that He was’ going Hote’ to suggest fo Mr. Speer’ 
that he Mr. S. should give ‘one year to’ visit and speak throughout this 
dand.. 1 wouid Vo%e for that with both hands if. the’ board can provide for 
his work at home and Yet him come. oA - 
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ALSh oN ask, Golly” Tal —alSOls\ 
Deax Dr. imbrie:— 

T have not forgotten my promise to write out my impres-— 
sions of Dr.Pentecost’s work here. I think a better general impres-— 
sion might have been made if the visit had been earlier in the season, 
and had not followed so closely upon Dr.Hall’s visit. The contrast 
between the two men, in the matter and delivery of their discourses, 
was rather to Dr.Pentecost’s disadvantage, especially with the better 
trained thinkers among the Japanese. While the talks to workers were 
admirable{ tho attended by only a modicum of those for whom they were 
intended), the greater pabt of his other work did not impress people 
very deeply, if I judge correctly from the conversation of several whom 
T have asked about it. Notwithstanding the Doctor’s years in India 
he has not succeeded in Orientalizing his point of view. Aiay AGIs; Age 
gard he fell short of Dr.Hall I think, tho ZT do not know that the lat-—- 
ter was conspicuously happy in avoiding modes of speech which are dis- 
tasteful to the Japanese mind. 

As to the value of the visit to Japan, while ZI am sure it did good, 
IT could not recommend a repetition of the experiment. On this whole 
subject of sending menfrom America T am strongly of the opinion that if 
the Ghurch would put into the hands of the missions for the prosecution 
of their present work a sum equal to the cost of such special evangel- 
ists from abroad, the results would be more far-reaching and more per- 
manently beneficial. This is not to say, however, that an occasional 
visit from distinguished Christian workers is not a great help. at 
the Parrows Lectureship, for instance, would include Japan in the ibin- 
erary of its India lecturers it would be a good thing for Japan, and 
perhaps for the lecturers. But for the Church to create and maintain 
a new class of missionary workers for this purpose seems to me a very 


questionable proposition. 


Oo) 
> 


= 


ZT really do not think that Japan offers much encouragement for that 
particular kind of missionary. Tn the nature of the case it is well 
nigh immpossible for a man speaking through interpreters, no matter how 
scholarly or spiritual or magnetic he may be, to present Christian 
doctrine with sufficient clearness and fulness to win men to an intel- 
ligent acceptance of Christ. The remarkable success of Mr.Mott in 
securing decisions for Christ, when read in America, was unavoidably 
misleading. o Te tigitihatvemadine Mr.Mott’s disclaimer of the credit, there 
were people who reasoned that if one such man from America could make 


over a thousand converts in Japan, the thing to do would be to send 


out more such men. Some such feeling as this may be in the minds of 
those at home. ™ fear that the glowing reports of these special mis-— 


sionarics tend to create the impression at home that Japan is much 
like an American community, practically Christinaized already and only 


waiting the shock of a magnetic evangelist to bring multitudes into 


the Kingdon. 


Sincerely oF e ae in 
Writ, CLOG v Ure ——— 
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Unzen, July 24th, 1908. 
Rev. W. Imbrie, DaD.- 
Meiji Gakuin, 
Tokyo. 
Dear Dr.’ Lmbrie: - 

Your letter of the 14th inst. is at hand. Many 
thanks for the communication of the mission’s action, as therein 
given. I had, of course, hoped for something more decidedly favor- 
able, but am thankful that it is no worse. The matter will, of course, 
coma up again for decision at the Council of Missions. 


As to the matter of Mr. Mott, Dr. Pentecost, and others, I will 
reply to your questions seriatin. 
1. “What is your present estimate of the results of the work done 
by: Mr. Mott, Dr. Torrey, and Dr. Hall?” 
Dr.’ Hall did not visit our portion of Japan, and I know nothing 
of his work except what was printed in the papers. 

I did not personally meet Dr. Torrey, nor has he visited any place 
in my immediate field, but he did capital work at Nagasaki. All the mem-— 
bers of the mission there speak of his visit in the highest terms, 
and several students of both our schools were converted in immediate 
connection with his meetings.. So far as [ can judge , his work there 
gave quite an impulse to the spiritual life of the mission and its work. 

IT have seen quite a little of Mr. Mott’s work, being at Kumamoto 
during his meetings here, and settling there not long after. He did 
very good work indeed. He gathered splendid audiences, getting oppor- 
tunity to speak in the hall of the Koto Gakkoo before all the students. 
His address on the temptations of young men struck home with great 
force.’ There is no doubt in my mind that he set many to thinking and 
scattered a great deal of seed that will bear fruit in time.’ The only 
thing to be regretted about his work is that he used such powerful 
means to “bring men to a decision” and brought so many there without 
any clear idea of what they were doing. In spite of warnings from me 
and others to the effect that these were not converts and were not even 
to be considered sobar inquirers, the results were published in such 
a way as to give the impression to the American reader that these all had 
peen won for Christ. This was a great misfortune. fixasggerated reports 
of success in the eighties did the Japan work so much harm that 1 should 
think we ought to have learned that lesson. I have taken pains to in- 
quire how many of the young men who thas responded to Mr. Mott’s appeals 


have united with the church, or even have become earnest Bible students. 
I have inguired repeatedly, of missionaries, native pastors, and Christiai 
students, but have not found a single man whose Christian position or 
earnest inguiry can be said to be in any degree the result of Mr. Mott’s 
meetings. 

This is not to say that the meetings were failures. Far from it. 
good. But it was not in the Line 


2. As to that done by Dr. Pentecost, his meetings, though not ad- 
dressed to a limited class, and not worked up quite so much, were 
very successful. The aptness of his illustrations, the clearness of his 
style, and the simple, evangelical character of his teaching were 
frequently remarked upon. I myself admired his style veby much. 

I did not notice anything in which he was particularly weak, unless 

it was in failing to give the Japanese full credit for their dense 
ignorance of Christian ideas and teachings. Thus he spoke on the Resurrec- 
tion of Christ, and after setting forth‘what it was, argued that 

from it could certainly be deduced the Divinity of Christ, the Iy- 
spiratioa of the Scriptures, the Atonement, and the Immortality of man. 

TI think his position was sound, but putting so many points into one 
sermon, he had to make each point very brief, too brief to be followed by 
an audience wholly ignorant of the Christian teaching on such matters. 

If he could have stayed with us a week, and have spoken on one point 
each evening, [ think more would have beea accomplished.’ 

3. I: think it wese to send out such men as have been here this winter. 
my impression is that it is a valuable auxiaiary to the regular work, and 
that the following advantages result from it. 

a. A tremendous advertisement. 

In Kumamoto, with a mreat deal of work, hand to hand invitation, 
newspaper advertising, house visitation, hand-bills, etc., we can barely 
get out audiences of fifty or sixty people. But when one of these 
nosed men come along, the largest audisace room we can secure is insuf- 
ficient to accommodate the crowds. The result is that a great many people 
come into contact with Christianity and Christian workers who are quite in- 
accessible by ordinary nethods. The attention of the public is thus 
attracted as can be done in no other way. 

b. Confirming the teachings of the missionaries. In Kumamoto, for in- 
stance, the impression has prevailed among a certain class of half infora- 
ed believers and inguirers that the missionaries and pastors who taught 

the old doctrines were simply ignorant, and out of date; that no men of 
influence and prominence in America believed such things any longer. Of 
course no amount of protestation from us will remove such an impression, 
but visits of men like Dr. Hall, Dr. Pentecost, and Mr. Mott are the very 


best refutation. . . 

(oe? Inspiring missionariss and Japanese Christian workers and deep- 
ening their spiritual life. We all need it, and however good religious 
newspapers and books may be, they have nothing like the effect of 
contact with a reableader of men. 

4. I think one such man a year would be good. But I should rather 
have one every three years who could stay a whole year than one every 
year who rushed through. I think all the recent visits have been too 
short. If a man like Dr. Torrey or Dr. Pentecost should stay a whole 
year, giving to places like Kumamoto at least two weeks, and to 
the greater centers two months each, I think the results would be very 


Sratifying. 

5. The types we have had are all good. So far as + have been able 
to judge from imperpect reports, I should think Dr. Torrey would be 
nearest the ideal. 

In conclusion let q me ask a favor. My eyes are rather 
weak and to decipher one of your letters written on both sides of thin 
paper is a severe task. Will you not either use Opaque paper or write 
on one side only? 

Very sincerely yours, 


Cs BS a 
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Mr. Bal lagh has forwarded your letter to me and | will write a few words > 
in reply though I do not feel that my observation of the work of the per- 
sons referred to has been suificdent to warrant me in being at all dogmatic 
especially as my work has not been directly affected by them to any appore- 
ciable extent. In considering all such work it seems to me very important 
to remembar that probably the major portion of the results do not appear 
in form to be tabulated. Beyond those that the careful observer notes are 
doubtless many that eludes all observation at present. 

In spite of the serious handicap placed upon all such workers by the 
necessity of working through an interpreter I feel sure that they do a vast 
amount of good. but I will answer your queries in order so far as my 
limited observation will permit. 

l. It tec someltome that ther ms been a tendency to overestimate the imme- 
diate practical results of thework of the three mentioned, but |] am sure 
that they have helped many to a fuller comprehension of christian truth, 
and have been the means of widely advertising christianity. Then it has 
been a grand thing for Japanese christians to come in close contact with 
men of such evident ability. 

2. Dr. Pentecost's success was with the christians, especially the 
workers, so far as I have been able to learn. sButto certain section of 
"weed''. AS you are probably aware, Poe Mean pias were twicé made to him 
on the subject and it wasevident that his position injured his influence 
not a little. 

&. I think it decidedly a wise policy to get such men out from time 
totime. Perhaps not so much for the direct evangelistic work they can do, 
tho' that is of value, as for theinspiration and example they bring to our 
Japanese workers, and also for the impression on the people at large. 

4. Not too frequently. 1! should think every other year sufficient. 

S. Te my mind the men whoa re to come should be of seneral reputation 
ana capable of commanding the intellectual respec tof all,as well as deeply 
spiritual. Very few of the "evangelists" we have at home would fill the 


requirements. First class men or none at all, is my thought. 
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